To be confirmed on 2nd June 2008

NORTH TURTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the annual general meeting held at Turton Tower, Turton on Tuesday 6th May 2008

The meeting opened at 7.30pm

Present: 
Cllr G McIver (in the Chair)

Cllrs K Bullen, S Core, P Rigby, SP Simpson, D Wild and NB Wild. 

Also present: G. Syddall (Clerk), PC A Hurst, PCSO N Gisizc and 8 members of the public

Apologies: 
There were no apologies for absence.

The Chairman welcomed newly elected Councillors Core and Rigby

Police Report

PC Alan Hurst gave a report on Police activities from January to May 2008, which had seen a relatively low level of crime in the rural areas compared with the same period the previous year.

There had been thefts from large houses, including at Crowthorn, which were likely to have been carried out by gangs targeting large houses around Manchester. Arrests had been made.

Minor incidents of criminal damage had occurred, largely drink related and largely caused by people from outside the area.

There had been some incidences of youths offering drugs at the rear of the Barlow Institute.

The main crime revolved around the theft of stone, metal and garden ornaments. Turton Tower had been particularly affected, not helped by its isolated position. A vehicle had been seen leaving the Tower’s grounds following a theft of copper, and its number plate noted. The occupants of the vehicle had been later arrested in relation to flags stolen elsewhere. However, nothing could be found to link them to any crime at the Tower.

A known Bolton criminal, responsible for a large number of stone thefts in the area, was arrested in February and imprisoned for various driving offences. He has since moved well away from the area.

It is important for people to report any suspicions, as Councillor Bullen recently did.

A burglary occurred at the Rose & Crown public house. Two well known criminal youths had been seen in the area in suspicious circumstances earlier in the day. The following day, a purse was stolen from the Barlow Institute – credit cards from the purse were later recovered from bins within the grounds of Turton Tower. Two people matching a similar description had very recently approached a lone female in Wellington Road asking to check her zimmer frame. Again, the public were asked to be vigilant and to report suspicious activity.

Another operation jointly with Greater Manchester Police, was planned for August and would target vehicles. There had been recent complaints about untaxed vehicles, and one person had been reported to the DVLA.

There would be a clampdown on speeding, particularly on Broadhead Road.

An incidence of sheep worrying had recently occurred. PC Hurst is now the local wildlife officer in addition to his normal duties.

PC Hurst was thanked for attending the meeting and for his efforts in reducing crime.

6205 Election of Chairman for 2008-09

It was noted that whilst it had been previous practice for the Chairman and Vice Chairman to be elected on the basis of seniority, nominations were open to any member.

Councillor D Wild was then nominated, seconded and unanimously elected as Chairman for 2008-09. Councillor Wild then took the Chair and signed a Declaration of Acceptance of Office agreeing to fulfil the duties to the best of his judgement and ability.

6206 Election of Vice Chairman for 2008-09

Councillor Simpson was nominated, seconded and unanimously elected as Vice Chairman for 2008-09.

6207 Chairman’s Allowance

Resolved: That the Chairman’s allowance for 2008-09 be £200.

Councillor Wild stated his intention to donate the allowance jointly between Belmont Brownies and Edgworth Brownies.

6208 Accounts 2007-08

Draft accounts for 2007-08 were presented. Minor amendments had been made to the accounts since they were circulated to reflect an additional interest payment and an uncashed cheque.

Resolved: That the accounts for 2007-08 be approved, as amended, and that the annual governance statement be confirmed.

6209 Subscriptions 

Resolved: That the following subscriptions for 2008-09 be approved:


Lancashire Association of Local Councils

£488.27


Lancashire Playing Fields Association


£  15.00


Society of Local Council Clerks



£105.00 approx


Campaign to protect Rural England


£  30.00 approx

6210 Donations

Resolved: That the following donations for 2008-09 be approved:


North West Air Ambulance

£200


Royal British Legion


£200


Barlow Youth Club


£200


Bolton Mountain Rescue

£200


Belmont Village Brownies

£200


Edgworth Brownies


£200


Barlow Institute Committee

£200


St Anne’s Flower Festival

£ 75


St Anne’s – room hire

£ 40


St Peter’s – room hire

£ 40

6211 Representation on Trusts and Outside Bodies

Resolved: That the following representatives be appointed for 2008-09:

Charities:

Turton Tower – Parish Council as a whole as Custodian Trustees

Belmont Playing Field - Parish Council as a whole

Barlow Institute - Parish Council as a whole as Custodian Trustees

Barlow Institute Management Committee – Councillors Bullen, McIver, Simpson and D Wild (the Committee to appoint its own Chairman) 

G H Ashworth Scholarship - Parish Council as a whole

Turton & District Nursing Charity – Councillors McIver and N Wild (together with Mrs JD Allsop, Mrs JV Rigby and the Methodist Minister)

James Brandwoods Charity - Councillors McIver and N Wild (together with Mrs JD Allsop, Mrs JV Rigby and the Methodist Minister)

Turton, Edgworth & District War Memorial Charity - Councillors McIver and  

N Wild (together with Mrs JD Allsop, Mrs JV Rigby and the Methodist Minister)

Outside Bodies:

Board of Governors, Turton & Edgworth CE/Methodist Primary School – former Councillor EJ Thomas to remain until the end of the 2007-08 term

Board of Governors, Belmont Primary School – Councillor Core

Committee of the Friends of Turton Tower – Councillor N Wild

Jumbles/Wayoh/Entwistle Recreation Management Committee – Councillor Rigby

North Turton Welfare Committee – Councillor Bullen

Lancashire Association of Local Councils, Blackburn with Darwen Area Committee – Chairman, Vice Chairman and Clerk

Signed

Chairman

