PARISH OF NORTH TURTON

Minutes of the thirty third Annual Parish Meeting

held at the Barlow Institute on 29th April 2009

PRESENT: 
Chair: Cllr D Wild 

Cllrs K Bullen, S Core, G McIver, P Rigby, SP Simpson, NB Wild 

Mrs G Syddall - Clerk 



District Cllr C Rigby and nine members of the public

Apologies for absence were received from members of the Turton Local History Society.

1. Welcome
The Chairman opened the meeting by welcoming the residents of the Parish who were present.

2. Minutes

Copies of the minutes of the meeting held on 29th April 2008 were circulated and read. It was noted that the question relating to school buses turning should read Moorfield, and not Moorfields.

3. Matters Arising.

There were no matters arising.

4. Chairman’s Report

The retiring Chairman, Cllr. D Wild, reported on some of the developments in the Parish over the last year, including:

· The appointment of two new Councillors for Belmont.

· Completion of the rebuilding of the public toilets in Belmont; connection of the electricity supply is awaited.

· The appointment of a new Parish Lengthsman and Litterman; local residents are welcome to contact the Clerk should they feel there is an area which needs attention.

· A continuation of discussions with Blackburn with Darwen Borough Council and Lancashire County Council regarding the future of Turton Tower; Blackburn with Darwen Council will take over the Tower with effect from 1st May 2009.
· The introduction of a 15 minute slot prior to each Parish Council meeting to allow members of the public to speak, following a request at the last Parish Electors meeting.

Cllr Wild then took the opportunity of thanking his fellow Councillors for their support during his year of office. 

5. Parish Council Accounts for 2008-2009

These were presented in shortened form. 

For the financial year 2008-2009 the Parish Council budgeted for expenditure of £31,625 to be funded by precept.  

Total other income for the year was £47,612 including bank interest of £1,036, contributions of £8,500 from Blackburn with Darwen Council for the Parish Litterman scheme; £2,151 from Lancashire County Council for the Parish Lengthsman scheme; £4,275 towards drainage work at the Barlow Institute; and £29,500 towards the rebuilding of the toilet block at Belmont. 

Expenditure for the year was £63,160, including £10,662 on the Parish Lengthsman and Litterman schemes, £7,107 on the drainage work at the Barlow Institute, and £30,688 on Belmont toilets. 

6. Parochial Charities 2008

Details were presented of the aims of the four Parochial Charities and their assets. No donations had been made during the year.

7. District Councillor’s Report 

District Cllr C Rigby reported on Blackburn with Darwen Council initiatives, including:

· The Council being rated as a 4 star authority, allowing more discretion on how funding is used

· The maintenance of Council Tax bills at 1.95% - the lowest in Lancashire; work was ongoing to keep next year’s at a low level, but funding streams are already being cut

· The establishment of Neighbourhood Boards to devolve powers down to local areas

· Working with neighbouring Boroughs to form ‘Pennine Lancashire’ to enable a regional approach for funding

· The Council taking control of Turton Tower from 1st May 

· Attempts to attract more business to the area as a result of the proposal by Network Rail to upgrade some stretches of the Manchester – Blackburn line which are currently single track.

8.  Reports from Parish Organisations

Reports of their year’s activities were presented to the meeting on behalf of:

Edgworth & District Horticultural Society

Edgworth Women’s Institute

21st Bolton (St James Hob Lane) Brownies

93rd Bolton (Turton & Edgworth) Rainbows

94th Bolton Rainbows

North Turton Welfare Committee

75th Bolton (St Peters Belmont) Brownies

10. Questions and comments from the Public

How can people find out about the Parochial Charities?

Details will be placed on the Parish Council’s new web site

What does the Lengthsman do?

Work such as cutting back branches, repairing styles, emptying the dog bins.

How can groups secure funding?

Following unsuccessful attempts by several local groups over the last two years to secure ‘Cash for Communities’ funding, the Barlow Institute Committee was organising a workshop for local groups on 19th May.

It was noted that the Probation Service may be able to help with community projects under the Community Payback scheme.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.55pm.

