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PARISH OF NORTH TURTON
Minutes of the Thirtieth Annual Parish Meeting held at the Barlow Institute on Monday, 24th. April 2006 at 7.30 p.m.
PRESENT     -

Chairman Councillor E.J. Thomas
Parish Councillors  N. Wild,  Mrs. M. Thomas, D.J.Appleby S. Simpson 

Five members of the public attended.

The Parish Council Clerk  A.G.Hughes acted as Clerk to the meeting.

1.
The Chairman opened the meeting, welcoming the residents of the Parish present and explained the legal and other reasons for holding the meeting.

2
Apologies had been received from District Councillor Mrs. J. V. Rigby and Councillors G. McIver and D. Wild 

3.
The Clerk circulated copies of the Minutes of the Twenty-Ninth Annual Parish Meeting held on 25th.May 2005 these were accepted as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

4.
There were no matters arising from the Minutes.

5.
Chairman's Report.

The Chairman outlined various activities which have taken place throughout the parish and took pleasure in the advances that had been made to improve the Children’s Playground; he welcomed attempts to provide funding for Chapeltown and Belmont in the future. Result of the Wind Farm Appeal is not yet forthcoming despite promises that the decision would not be prolonged. The Parish Council continues to monitor all Planning Applications and works closely with Blackburn-w-Darwen to ensure that Building Regulations are fulfilled.
He then took the opportunity of thanking the Clerk, his fellow Councillors and all who have supported the Parish Council and the Barlow Institute Committee throughout the year, in efforts to enrich the lives of our residents and encourage Community Spirit in the Parishes of Belmont, Chapeltown and Edgworth.

6.   Parish Council Accounts for 2005-2006
For the Financial Year 2005-2006 the Parish Council budgeted for an expenditure during the year of £24330.00 to be funded entirely by precept.
Total Income for the year was £27215.46 including Bank Interest of £294.37
Expenditure for the year was £26706.42 which included Turton Tower Support Grant of £1600. 
and the Parish Lengthsman Scheme of £3000.00
7.   
Parochial Charities 2005.
The Clerk reviewed the aims and objectives of the three Parish Charities, summarised the income of each and reported on donations made, as required by Charity legislation.

Copies of his detailed report were circulated to those present who were interested.
8.
Report from District Councillor
District Councillor Colin Rigby gave a detailed report on the progress made in refurbishing Blackburn Town Centre where some £40 million is destined to be spent.  Many Apartment Blocks and Business Premises are being built to fulfil demand.  The Council have attempted to keep the level of Rates as low as possible without lowering the standards of service required by the public. He expressed disappointment that the result of the Wind Farm Appeal had not yet transpired but was sure that the strength of feeling from the Edgworth Residents had been carefully noted by the Inspector.
9. Reports from Parish Organisations.
Reports of their year’s activities were presented to the meeting on behalf of the following Parish Groups:-



Edgworth Bowling Club


Turton Historical Society


Chapeltown Conservation Society


Edgworth Cricket & Recreation Club


North Turton Welfare Committee

10,
Questions invited from the Public

There were no questions put forward by the Public.
The Chairman thanked the District Councillor and Representatives of the groups for their reports, which reflected the activities taking place and the enthusiasm of those engaged in their organisations. 
He expressed the hope that future Annual Meetings of the Parish Electors would be far better attended, and concluded by wishing everyone a safe journey home.

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8-40 p.m.





Signed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .



Chairman.

