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PARISH OF NORTH TURTON
Minutes of the Twenty-Ninth Annual Parish Meeting held at the Barlow Institute on Monday, 25th. April 2005 at 7.30 p.m.
PRESENT     -

Chairman Councillor Mrs. M. Thomas
Parish Councillors  N. Wild,  E.J. Thomas, G.McIver, D. Wild. 

Four members of the public attended.

The Parish Council Clerk  A.G.Hughes acted as Clerk to the meeting.

1.
The Chairman opened the meeting, welcoming the residents of the Parish present and explained the legal and other reasons for holding the meeting.

2
Apologies had been received from District Councillors C. Rigby and Mrs. J. Rigby 

3.
The Clerk circulated copies of the Minutes of the Twenty-Eighth Annual Parish Meeting held on 24th.May 2004 these were accepted as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

4.
There were no matters arising from the Minutes.

5.
Chairman's Report.

The Parish Council was re-formed when the quorum was restored with two existing Councillors and Mr N.B.Wild appointed by Blackburn Borough, leading to co-option of three new Parish Councillors.
One of the first actions was for the total Members to attend a Code of conduct Training Session at Blackburn Town Hall on the 26th April 2004.

After the election on the 10th June 2004 we were able to welcome Graeme McIver to the Council and Cllr. Martyn Cowell was elected Vice-chairman for the ensuing year.

At each of our meetings we study and comment on approximately six to seven planning applications.  Most are straightforward but some are contentious and evoke discussion.  Blackburn with Darwen Council Officials make the final decisions but we are assured that they take account of our comments.

The alterations and improvements to Gatehouse lodge have been completed and the property has been let, helping to make good our expenditure as Trustees.

Julie Astley, part of Blackburn Management Team has secured various grants to improve the children’s play area and the Barlow Institute, and should be congratulated for her work with the assistance of George Bentley.

The Barlow Institute Committee, its Chairman Bill Childs and Treasurer Jack Donnelly have helped to build the very active multifunction Institute that we have today, which is a credit to the village.  They and Julie are now working on a Youth Area in the basement of the building.
The outstanding achievement of the year, however, is the new Cricket Club Committee spearheaded by Stephen Simpson who have obtained a £159,600 Sport England Grant towards a new cricket pavilion, which will also be a general recreation area.  A further £80/90,000 of funding is needed to complete the property due to be completed by late summer.

We continued our attendance at Church for Chairman’s Sunday and wreath laying for Remembrance Sunday, together with the Christmas lights at all three locations, switched on by the young people and enjoyed by young and old alike..

I would like to take this opportunity of thanking the Clerk, my fellow councillors and all who have supported the Parish Council and the Barlow Institute and all of its Committee throughout all the years, as we attempt to enrich the lives of our residents and encourage Community Spirit in our Parishes of Belmont, Chapeltown and Edgworth.

6.   6.
Parish Council Accounts for 2004-2005
For the Financial Year 200-2005 the Parish Council budgeted for expenditure during the year of £23395.00 to be funded by precept.
Total Income for the year was £223961.24 including Bank Interest of £220.39
Expenditure for the year was £25316.73 which included Turton Tower Support Grant of £1600. and the Parish Lengthsman Scheme of £2500.00
7.   7.
Parochial Charities 2004.
The Clerk reviewed the aims and objectives of the three Parish Charities, summarised the income of each and reported on donations made, as required by Charity legislation.

Copies of his detailed report were circulated to those present who were interested.
8.    Reports from District Councillors
       The report was read out by the Clerk

      8    Reports from Parish Organisations.
Reports of their year’s activities were presented to the meeting on behalf of the following Parish Groups:-



Civic Trust – Turton Committee


10th Bolton Guides


Edgworth Horticultural Society



Edgworth & Chapeltown Over 60’s Club



All of which were read out by the Clerk



10th Bolton Brownies



94th Bolton Rainbows



93rd Bolton Rainbows



21st Bolton Brownies



Edgworth Cricket & Recreation Club

9. Questions invited from the Public


 Mr. David Smith asked ‘why Notices of the Meeting had not been put up ?   The Chairman replied that they most certainly were and she had observed them in position at several locations.  The clerk added that until the Lengthsman removed the vandalised notice boards at the Institute there had been no less than four copies posted in succession outside.

 He then enquired what was the Parish Council position of the matter of Wind Farms ?  The Clerk replied that the general concensus was that the Uglow scheme was unacceptable; however there were other  locations where they could be perfectly acceptable.

He then enquired what was the Council doing to arrange for the Turton Rotary Sleigh to be present at this years Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremonies. The Chairman replied that the matter was dealt with at the January Parish Council Meeting and all arrangements are to be by correspondence and not as in the past by telephone contact.
The Chairman thanked the representatives of the groups for their reports, which reflected the activities taking place and the enthusiasm of those engaged in their organisations. 
She expressed the hope that future Annual Meetings of the Parish Electors would be far better attended, and concluded by wishing everyone a safe journey home.

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8-35 p.m.





Signed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .



Chairman.

