PARISH OF NORTH TURTON

Minutes of the thirty fourth Annual Parish Meeting

held at the Barlow Institute on 28th April 2010

PRESENT: 
Chair: Cllr. SP Simpson 

Cllrs K Bullen, G McIver, P Rigby, D Wild, NB Wild 

Mrs G Syddall - Clerk 



District Cllr C Rigby and five members of the public

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr S Core and Mike Williams (Edgworth Bowling Club)

1. Welcome
The Chairman opened the meeting by welcoming the residents of the Parish who were present.

2. Minutes

Copies of the minutes of the meeting held on 29th April 2009 were circulated and read. 

3. Matters Arising.

There were no matters arising.

4. Chairman’s Report

The retiring Chairman, Cllr. SP Simpson, spoke about the composition of the Parish Council, the way it operates, and its unusual nature in that it also has a heavy and burdensome responsibility as trustee of several charities.

He then reported on some of the work of the Parish Council over the last year, including:

· The opening of the public toilets in Belmont

· The Parish Council’s response to the publication of the Transport Strategy by Blackburn with Darwen Council, in relation to a desire to see the re-opening of Turton & Edgworth Station

· Discussions with local land owners in an attempt to identify sites for allotments

· The consideration of planning applications; the Parish Council’s objections to the demolition of Victoria Mill and its replacement with executive housing, and its disappointment at planning permission being granted; and the need for public consultation about the use of planning gain monies

· The possible adoption of the telephone kiosk in Bolton Road, Edgworth, which was declined based on the cost of maintenance, public liability insurance and the cost of re-siting to a more secure site which BT would not pay for

· The continuing problem of speeding and limited off-street parking

· The re-roofing of the stone bus shelter in the centre of Edgworth

· The problem of dog fouling and the possible placing of notices, especially around play areas and recreation grounds

· Continuing discussions with Blackburn with Darwen Council and the Charity Commission about the future of Turton Tower

· The successful and enjoyable celebrations of the Centenary of the Barlow Institute and its grounds

· Work to improve the nature trail at the rear of the Barlow Institute

· Entries into the Lancashire Best Kept Village Competition

Councillor Simpson concluded with his hopes for the future, and the possible impact of the forthcoming election, and took the opportunity of thanking his fellow Councillors for their support during his year of office. 

5. Parish Council Accounts for 2009-2010

These were presented in shortened form. 

For the financial year 2009-2010 the Parish Council budgeted for expenditure of £28,455 to be funded by precept.  

Other income for the year included contributions of £8,500 from Blackburn with Darwen Council for the Parish Litterman scheme, and £1,820 from Lancashire County Council for the Parish Lengthsman scheme, together with a VAT repayment of £3,351.

Net expenditure for the year was £51,080, including £13,690 on the Parish Lengthsman and Litterman schemes, £6,856 on the completions of Belmont toilets, and £10,404 on staffing costs. 

6. Parochial Charities 2009

Details were presented of the aims of the four Parochial Charities and their assets. No donations had been made during the year. The recent introduction of charges on the various accounts would be raised with the Yorkshire Bank.

7. District Councillor’s Report 

District Councillor C Rigby responded to some of the issues raised in the Chairman’s report:

· He agreed with the Parish Council’s stance on Victoria Mill

· Planning gain currently amounts to £1200 per new dwelling

· Blackburn with Darwen support the re-opening of Turton & Edgworth Station, but Network Rail argue that it would be too costly; some sections of the single track will become dual rail, but not along the whole line 

Councillor Rigby then reported on Blackburn with Darwen Council initiatives, including:

· Funding of the Police Community Support Officers

· The continuation of the five Neighbourhood Boards set up to devolve powers down to local areas, three of which were running reasonably well; a grant of £6500 had recently been given for the refurbishment of the small kitchen in the Barlow Institute and the creation of a cafe

· The Council’s continued rating as a 4* authority, although the Comprehensive Performance Assessment had now been scrapped

· The stability of Council Tax bills, a 4.4% increase from central government, and attempts to reduce the staffing bill by offering early retirement without enhancements

· The creation ‘Pennine Lancashire’ with neighbouring Boroughs to enable a regional approach for funding 

Councillor Rigby concluded by outlining his frustrations at the delays in resolving the future of Turton Tower. The Council had a commitment to ensuring a secure future for the Tower, and had already spent £134,000 on it. 

8.  Reports from Parish Organisations

Reports of their year’s activities were presented to the meeting on behalf of:

Belmont Village Residents Association

Turton Local History Society

Edgworth Women’s Institute

Edgworth Bowling Club

10. Questions and comments from the Public

What action can be taken to secure an improvement in the condition of local roads, particularly Bury Road, Edgworth?

Councillor Colin Rigby reported that an a section of Bury Road was to be resurfaced within the next few weeks.

An additional £50,000 had been put into the budget for road repairs, and more money may be needed following the severe winter. A lot of improvement work had already been carried out on Broadhead Road, and work was planned for areas of Belmont.

United Utilities have recently removed trees adjacent to the highway on Belmont Road and Green Arms Road, but the result looks a mess.

It is understood that trees have been removed because they were windblown and caused a potential danger to road users. United Utilities say the sites are left in a condition that aims to encourage wildlife.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.45pm.

