To be confirmed on 6th April 2009

NORTH TURTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held at the Barlow Institute, Edgworth on 

Monday, 2nd March 2009

Present: 
Cllr. D Wild (Chairman) 

Cllrs. K Bullen, S Core, Councillor G McIver, P Rigby, SP Simpson and NB Wild

Also present: G. Syddall (Clerk) and eight members of the press and public

Prior to the meeting, members of the public were given an opportunity to address the meeting:

Questions were raised following a recent press report on the theft of charitable funds.

A request was made for an update on the position with regard to the provision of allotments.

A representative of Belmont Village Residents Association apologised for the misleading wording on a leaflet regarding the skateboard ramp at Belmont Playing Fields.

Simon Littler, Blackburn with Darwen Council’s Highways Asset Manager, then answered questions regarding the condition of Roman Road. He reported that a proposal to resurface part of Roman Road, including additional drainage to carry surface water from adjoining fields, had been included in the 2009-10 highways programme, although the programme had yet to be formally agreed. In the meantime, temporary repairs were being made.

An additional  £500,000 would be allocated to highway schemes in 2009-10 to enable a planned, rather than reactive, approach to repairs – recognising that the rural areas need particular attention. Inspections would also be increased to twice yearly.

A scheme in Belmont was earmarked as a reserve in the programme.

6314 Minutes

Resolved: That the minutes of the meeting held on 2nd February 2009, having been circulated, be confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman. 

Councillor D Wild left the meeting at this stage; Councillor Simpson took the Chair.

6315 Declarations of Interest

Councillor McIver declared an interest planning application 09/0076 and the payment of a donation to Scallywags. He took no part in the discussion or decision making on these items. 

6316 Accounts

Resolved: 

1. That cheques be signed to pay the following accounts:

Zen Internet Ltd 


Broadband service


£    17.61

Newground CIC


Lengthsman/Litterman - Feb
£1190.25

Vision ICT



Web site



£  287.50

North West Air Ambulance

Donation



£  200.00

Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal Donation



£  200.00

Bolton Mountain Rescue Team
Donation



£  200.00

21st Bolton Brownies

Donation



£    70.00

Scallywags



Donation



£  200.00

Barlow Institute Committee

Donation



£  200.00

St Peters Parish Church

Donation (room hire)

£    40.00

T&A James



Belmont Toilets – Interim

£8000.00

G Syddall 



Feb salary, mileage, postage 






& photocopying

2. That a donation be made to Belmont Brownies on the basis of a third of their room hire costs, once this figure has been ascertained.

6317 Planning Applications

Resolved: That the Council submit comments (as below) on planning applications 09/0067, 09/0073 and 09/0076.

6318 Planning Decisions

Noted:Blackburn with Darwen Council’s decisions on various planning applications.

6319 Edgworth Bowling Club – Awning

Resolved: That the Parish Council supports the proposed installation of a retractable awning, but is unable to offer financial support.

6320 Belmont Toilets

Resolved: That a job description for the post of toilet attendant be drawn up, on the basis of ten hours per week at £6.00 per hour.

6321 Bus Shelter in Belmont

Noted: That a bus shelter facing onto properties in Brookdale, which had led to nuisance behaviour, had now been re-sited. 
6322 Turton Railway Station

Resolved: That a letter be sent to Blackburn with Darwen Council expressing disappointment that the Council’s 2008 Local Transport Plan Delivery Report appears to accept that a re-opening of Turton and Edgworth railway station will not be viable, despite the overwhelming support of local residents; a copy of the letter to be sent to Janet Anderson, MP and Network Rail.

6323 Fred Holt Memorial Fund

Resolved: That those local user groups which cater for older people be invited to bid for funding in accordance with the aims of the Fund, ie schemes which will benefit senior citizens, or enable them to acquire new skills and new experiences to add to their enjoyment of life.

6324 Lancashire Best Kept Village Competition

Resolved: 

1. That Belmont, Chapeltown and Edgworth each be entered into the 2009 competition

2. That, subject to the agreement of the owners, various individual entries be made across the villages.

3. That authority be given for the payment of the £35 total entry fee.

6325 Correspondence

Correspondence sent and received since the last meeting was made available for inspection.

Councillor McIver reported that he was unable to continue to represent local Parish Councils on the Darwen and Rural Neighbourhood Board. Councillor Paul Rigby expressed an interest in taking up the place.

PARISH COUNCIL’S COMMENTS ON PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED by 25th February 2009

09/0067
Change of use to dentist’s surgery at 12 Bury Road, Edgworth 


The Parish Council welcomes this proposed change of use, subject to the neighbour's concerns about soundproofing being addressed
09/0073
Split existing property into two dwellings at The Grange, Pastures Farm, Broadhead Road, Turton 


The Parish Council has no objections in principle to this proposed development.
09/0076
Front porch, side extension, and rear conservatory at 35 Broadhead Road, Edgworth

The Parish Council has no objections to this proposed development.

Noted: That the next meeting of the Parish Council will be held at 7.30pm on 6th April 2009. The public and press are invited to attend and to listen.

Arrangements would be made for the Parish Electors’ meeting to be held towards the end of April.

The May meeting and Annual General Meeting would be held on Tuesday, 5th May 2009.

Signed 

Chairman
The meeting closed at 9.20pm

