To be confirmed on 7th July 2008

NORTH TURTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held at St Peter’s Church, Belmont on Monday, 2nd June 2008

Present: 
Cllr. D Wild (Chairman) 

Cllrs. SP Simpson (Vice-Chairman), K Bullen, S Core, G McIver, 

P Rigby and NB Wild. 

Also present: G. Syddall (Clerk) and 7 members of the public

Apologies: 
There were no apologies for absence.

Prior to the meeting, members of the public were given an opportunity to address the meeting about issues on the agenda:

Belmont Toilets

Representatives of the Belmont Village Residents Association enquired about the level of contribution to be made by the North Turton Villages Project to the building of the toilets, and whether money had been retained by the Parish Council for their cleaning and maintenance.

The Chairman confirmed that the Parish Council had £23,500 for rebuilding works. NTVP would be asked to confirm what, if anything, they were able to contribute. The funding of maintenance and cleaning had yet to be resolved.

It was agreed that an item be placed on the agenda for the next Parish Council meeting and that, in the meantime, attempts be made to obtain all previous plans and documents and to obtain updated quotes for the building works. It was noted that amended planning permission may need to be sought as the play area had been extended into the area where the toilets were originally proposed to be sited.

6222 Minutes

Resolved: That the minutes of the meeting held on 6th May 2008, having been circulated, be confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman. 

6223 Matters Arising 

Dog Bins

At the time that the Parish Council purchased dog bins, Councillor Colin Rigby confirmed that they would be emptied by Blackburn with Darwen Council. The Council was however now arguing that it had always been up to the Lengthsman to empty them.

Resolved: That a further letter be sent to BwD explaining that the Lengthsman had never undertaken the emptying of the bins, and that assurances had been given in the past that BwD would empty them.

6224 Declarations of Interest

There were no declarations of interest.

Resolved: That the Standards Committee be requested to agree a dispensation to allow those members who are also Trustees of the Barlow Institute to participate in, and vote on, matters affecting the Institute.
6225 Accounts

Resolved: 

That cheques be signed to pay the following accounts:

BT Payment Services 

Stuart Davies Assoc

Dell Corporation Ltd 

Turton & Edgworth District Nursing Charity

G Syddall


Broadband account

Feasibility Study

Computer system

Transfer of grant

Salary May 08; mileage, photocopying, postage and stationery


£264.37  

£1,145.63 

£329.07

£150.00

6226 Planning Applications

Resolved: 

1. That the Council submit comments (as below) on planning applications 08/0026, 08/0389, 08/0400, 08/0436 and 08/0455.

2. That a letter be sent to Blackburn with Darwen Council expressing concern at the recent lack of input from the planning officers.

6227 Planning Decisions

Blackburn with Darwen Council’s decision to refuse planning permission for a first floor extension at Higher Barn Farm, Broadhead Road, Turton, was noted.

6228 Yellow Lines on Bury Road, Edgworth

Complaints had been received from local residents about the recent painting of yellow lines on Bury Road, and the apparent failure of Blackburn with Darwen Council to carry out the correct procedures to notify residents of their intention to introduce the lines.

It was also noted that it was proposed to install a flashing speed sign outside ‘Brookside’.

Resolved: That a letter be sent to BwD asking what procedures were followed and what reasoning lay behind the introduction of the yellow lines, and objecting to the lines on the basis that this part of Bury Road does not suffer from congestion and the restriction on parking can only increase the speed of traffic. 

6229 Belmont Recreation Ground
Resolved: 

1.That Councillor Core be requested to approach Blackburn with Darwen Council as a first step in drawing up a formal agreement regarding the management of the recreation ground and the establishment of a trusteeship involving the local community. 

2. That the question of policing the toilets, when built, be raised with the local Police when they next attend a meeting of the Parish Council.

6230 Belmont Fell Races

Resolved: That permission be given for the use of Belmont Recreation Ground for the 2009 Fell Races.

`6231 Insurance Cover

Details of the Parish Council’s existing insurance cover were noted.

Resolved: That insurance cover be arranged for the Gatehouse Lodge.

6232 Ditches on Moorside Road, Turton

Complaints had been received from local residents and farmers regarding overflowing ditches and a collapsed culvert on Moorside Road causing flooding to the fields and highway. This presented a road hazard.

Resolved: That a letter be sent to Blackburn with Darwen Council asking them to clear the ditches and repair the culvert as a matter of urgency.

6233 Training

Resolved: That Councillors Core and Rigby, together with the Clerk, be authorised to attend the New Councillors and Clerks training course organised by the Lancashire and Merseyside County Training Partnership.

6234 Correspondence

Correspondence sent and received since the last meeting was made available for inspection.

PARISH COUNCIL’S COMMENTS ON PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED BY 28th MAY 2008

08/0026
Refurbishment of existing property to create dwelling at the Old School House, Lower Giles Farm, Knowsley Lane

The Parish Council has no objections to this proposed development

08/0389
Removal of condition of planning permission to allow riding arena to be used for commercial purposes, together with improvements to access road at Lower Aushaw Farm, Roman Road, Hoddlesden


The Parish Council objects to this proposal, as there is no over-riding reason why the original condition of planning permission should be removed.

08/0400
Amendment to planning permission 07/0780 to incorporate a raised section of roof, use of Cambrian blue slate and installation of blue PV roof panels at 265 Chapeltown Road, Turton


The Parish Council feel this is an improvement on the original planning permission, and generally supports the installation of solar panels.

08/0436
Retention of juliette balcony at 29 Bolton Road, Edgworth


Although the Parish Council had no objections to the original proposal for a juliette balcony, any refusal of planning permission should be adhered to.

08/0455
Provision of disabled toilet to rear, disabled ramp to left hand gable and internal alterations at the King William, 245 Chapeltown Road, Turton

The Parish Council has no objections to this proposed development
Noted: That the next meeting of the Parish Council will be held at 7.30pm on Monday 7th July 2008 at the Barlow Institute. The public and press are invited to attend and to listen.

The meeting closed at 9.05pm.

Signed

Chairman

