To be confirmed on 2nd June 2008

NORTH TURTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held at Turton Tower, Turton on Tuesday 6th May 2008

The meeting opened at the rise of the annual general meeting

Present: 
Cllr. D Wild (Chairman) 

Cllrs. SP Simpson (Vice-Chairman), K Bullen, S Core, G McIver, 

P Rigby and NB Wild. 

Also present: G. Syddall (Clerk) and 8 members of the public

Apologies: 
There were no apologies for absence.

6212 Minutes

Resolved: That the minutes of the meeting held on 7th April 2008, having been circulated, be confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman. 

6213 Matters Arising 

Belmont Toilets

Former Councillor D Appleby has taken the lead on the rebuilding of the toilets and is believed to be in possession of plans, quotes etc. An invoice has recently been sent to Blackburn with Darwen Council for the release of insurance monies, and it is understood that the North Turton Villages Project has agreed to contribute. However, the procedure for securing this contribution is unclear, as it is not known how the Project is constituted, where it is based, or who the signatories are.

Resolved: 

1.That Councillor Core be requested to contact former Councillor Appleby to request the return of all documentation, and to try to establish the involvement of the NTVP.

2. That consideration be given at a future meeting as to how the toilets will be cleaned and maintained, and the governance arrangements for the Moss. 

3. That the Clerk be requested to arrange insurance cover for the toilets prior to building work commencing.

6214 Declarations of Interest

There were no declarations of interest.
6215 Accounts

Resolved: 

That cheques be signed to pay the following accounts:

Viking Direct

Society of Local Council Clerks 

Allianz Insurance plc

K G McIver


G Syddall

stationery

subscription

insurance cover

chairman’s allowance

salary April 08; expenses, photocopying and postage 


£  46.05

£  52.88

£738.80

£175.00

6216 Planning Applications

Resolved: That the Council submit comments (as below) on planning applications 08/0280, 08/0313, 08/0380 and 08/0316.

6217 Planning Decisions

Blackburn with Darwen Borough Council’s decisions on various planning applications were noted.

Resolved: That a letter be sent to Blackburn with Darwen Council expressing concern that the Parish Council has not been consulted on applications for consent to carry out work to trees.

6218 Litterman 

Resolved: That the contract to be offered to Groundworks be on the basis of an increase in the hours to be worked, from the 2.5 hours per day previously agreed to 3 hours per day.

6219 Matters Arising from the Parish Electors Meeting

a) Public slot on Parish Council agenda

Resolved: That, for a trial period, a 15 minute slot be made available at the start of each Parish Council meeting to allow members of the public to address the Council about items on the agenda.

b) Provision of a Turning Circle

The Parish Council shares the concerns of a local resident at the dangerous practice of school buses reversing into Moorfield, Edgworth in order to turn around. However, it is difficult to envisage how a turning circle could be introduced into the village.

Resolved: That the problem be drawn to the attention of Blackburn with Darwen’s school transport section, and to the local Police.

c) Dog Bins

It was noted that the Parish Council had, some years ago, purchased several dog bins, and that Blackburn with Darwen Council had agreed to empty them. Several complaints of overflowing bins had recently been received.

Resolved: That a letter be sent to Blackburn with Darwen Council expressing concern that dog bins, particularly those on Horrocks Fold and Embankment Road, are not being emptied regularly. 

d) Condition of Blackburn Road

The Parish Council shares residents’ concerns at the appalling condition of the road surface on Blackburn Road and Roman Road, from beyond Wayoh Bridge.

Resolved: That a letter be sent to Blackburn with Darwen Council expressing strong concern at the years of neglect on this stretch of road, and that the letter be copied to the local District Councillors and the local Police.

6220 Correspondence

Correspondence sent and received since the last meeting was made available for inspection.

Resolved: That the Lancashire Fire and Rescue Service be invited to a future meeting to talk about their work with the community.

6221 Dates of Meetings in 2008-09

Resolved: That for the year 2008-09, meetings be held on the first Monday of each month, ie 2nd June, 7th July, 4th August, 1st September, 6th October, 3rd November and 1st December 2008; 5th January, 2nd February, 2nd March and 6th April 2009. 

PARISH COUNCIL’S COMMENTS ON PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED BY 

30th April 2008

08/0280
Conversion of existing garage to provide annex to main dwelling at 5 Horrocks Fold, Edgworth 


The Parish Council has no objections in principle to this proposed development, in view of the shortage of affordable housing in the area, but would wish to see the use restricted to being ancillary to the main dwellinghouse.

08/0313
Alterations/extension to existing dwelling at Ramwells Farm, Edge Lane, Turton


The Parish Council objects to this proposed development on the grounds that it is an over-development of the site, and would be detrimental to the amenity of the neighbouring property.

08/0380
General purpose agricultural building adjacent to The Bungalow, Broadhead Road, Turton      


The Parish Council supports this proposed development

08/0316
Conservatory at 1 Greenacres, Edgworth


The Parish Council has no objections to this proposed development

Noted: That the next meeting of the Parish Council will be held at 7.30pm on Monday 2nd June 2008. The public and press are invited to attend and to listen.

The meeting closed at 9.40pm.

Signed

Chairman

