PARISH OF NORTH TURTON

Minutes of the thirty second Annual Parish Meeting at the Barlow Institute on 29th April 2008

PRESENT: 
Chair G McIver

Cllrs DJ Appleby, K Bullen, SP Simpson, EJ Thomas, N Wild and D Wild. 

Mrs G Syddall - Clerk 



Eleven members of the public, including 

District Cllrs C Rigby and J Rigby

1. The Chairman opened the meeting by welcoming the residents of the Parish who were present.

2. Copies of the minutes of the meeting held on 30th April 2007 were circulated and accepted as a correct record and signed by the Chair.

3. Matters Arising.

There were no matters arising.

4. Chairman’s Report

The retiring Chairman, Cllr. G McIver, reported on some of the  developments in the Parish over the last year, including:

· The appointment of a new Clerk following the death of the former Clerk in March 2007.

· Improvements are imminent in Belmont with further developments in Recreational Play Space and the rebuilding of the Public Toilets on “The Moss”.

· There was much support and a strong vote in favour at the Public Meeting for the re-opening of Turton Station.

· A meeting was held – chaired by District Cllr J Rigby – to publicly discuss and voice concerns about the impact on local children over changes to the enrolment protocol for Turton HS.

· Due notice has been given by the Parish Lengthsman – end of May – of his desire to quit the service. The vacancy will be filled as soon as possible.

He then took the opportunity of thanking his fellow Councillors and all who have supported the Parish Council in their discussions with Blackburn with Darwen Borough Council and Lancashire County Council within the Task Group dealing with the termination of lease on Turton Tower in May 2008 issued by the existing tenant Lancashire County Council. 

5. Parish Council Accounts for 2007-2008

These were presented in shortened form. 

For the financial year 2007-2008 the Parish Council budgeted for expenditure of £27,537 to be funded by precept.  

Total income for the year was £43,666 including bank interest of £1080, and two contributions from Blackburn with Darwen Council one of £5,000 towards a feasibility study on Turton Tower, and one for £8,500 for the parish Litterman scheme.

Expenditure for the year was £29,697, including £1125 on the Parish Lengthsman scheme and £5120 on the Litterman scheme.

6. Parochial Charities 2007

Details were presented of the aims of the four Parochial Charities and their assets. No donations had been made during the year.

7. Report from District Councillor

District Cllr C Rigby reported on local initiatives. 

8.  Reports from Parish Organisations

Reports of their year’s activities were presented to the Meeting on behalf of:

Edgworth Cricket & Recreation Club

Edgworth Bowling Club

Belmont Village Brownies

10. Questions invited from the Public

Would the Parish Council be willing to introduce a 15 minute slot prior to each Council meeting to allow members of the public to speak?

What salary is the Clerk to the Council paid?

Could a turning circle be provided within Edgworth to overcome the dangerous practice of school buses reversing into Moorfields?

What form does the new lease for Turton Tower take?

Is the Feasibilty Study on Turton Tower still in draft form?

Yes. The Parish Council has requested changes, which Lancashire County Council have indicated they are happy with. If a final version of the study is not forthcoming, it will be published in draft form.

Can anything be about the state of the road surface along Watling St. through Round Barn?

“Cllr Rigby added that resources here are very limited although extra attention is to be given to those roads that are routes for school buses.”

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8:45 pm.

Signed……………………………………………

Chair
