PARISH OF NORTH TURTON

Minutes of the Thirty First Annual Parish Meeting at the Barlow Institute on 30th April 2007.

PRESENT: 
Chair Cllr. N Wild

Cllrs. G McIver, D Wild, DJ Appleby, SP Simpson, EJ Thomas. 

Cllr. SP Simpson was acting as temporary Clerk for the meeting.



Cllr. G McIver dealt with the accounts.



Several members of the public attended including 

District Cllr. J.Rigby.

1. The Chairman opened the meeting welcoming the residents of the Parish who were present and explained the legal and other reasons for holding the meeting.

2. Apologies were received from District Cllr C Rigby.

3. Copies of the Minutes of the 2006 Meeting were circulated and accepted as a correct record and signed by the Chair.

4. Matters Arising.

It was brought to the attention of the Meeting that the Wind Farm Appeal (Uglow) had been unsuccessful.

5. Chairman’s Report.

The retiring Chairman Cllr. N Wild stated that it had indeed been a very difficult year culminating in the recent sad death in office of the Parish Clerk, Mr G Hughes.

Developments in the Parish to report over the last year have included:

· The improvements to the Recreational Play Space in Chapeltown with moneys from North Turton Villages Project.

· Similarly a Community Orchard has been acquired in Vale St. and will soon be planted with suitable native fruiting trees.

· Improvements are imminent in Belmont with further developments in Recreational Play Space and the rebuilding of the Public Toilets on “The Moss”.

· The Nature trail linking the Institute with the School has had its first phase completed by BTCV with the kind permission of the landowner Mr. J Isherwood.

· Several traffic calming measures have been introduced in Edgworth and Belmont, and the Chairman hoped that Chapeltown would also benefit in the near future.

· Letters of concern have been sent on behalf of the public about the recent re-routing of Arriva buses into Bolton.

· There was much support and a strong vote in favour at the Public Meeting for the re-opening of Turton Station.

· A meeting was held – chaired by District Cllr J Rigby – to publicly discuss and voice concerns about the impact on local children over changes to the enrolment protocol for Turton HS.

· Due notice has been given by the Parish Lengthsman – end of May – of his desire to quit the service. The vacancy will be filled as soon as possible.

· Cllr. M Thomas has written to the Clerk of her desire to retire from her position. A reply has been sent thanking her for her contribution, especially at the time when the Council became non-quorate, and sending her the council’s best wishes. 

He then took the opportunity of thanking his fellow Councillors and all who have supported the Parish Council in their discussions with Blackburn with Darwen Borough Council and Lancashire County Council within the Task Group dealing with the termination of lease on Turton Tower in May 2008 issued by the existing tenant Lancashire County Council. 

6. Parish Council Accounts for 2006-2007.

These were presented in shortened form by Cllr. G McIver, due to the enforced difficulties presented by the death of the Clerk in mid March.

For the financial year 2006-2007 the Parish Council budgeted for  expenditure during the year of £24825.00 to be funded by precept.  

Total income for the year was £36,451 including bank interest of £471.82, and £5584.91 contribution towards the Parish Lengthsman Scheme. This also included £5,000 from Lancashire County Council as their payment for the Feasibility Study (Turton Tower) which will be paid to the consultant.

Expenditure for the year was £28,260.00 which included the Parish Lengthsman Scheme of £4500 net after the contribution.

Expenditure on the North Turton Villages Project which was funded through funds paid into the Parish Council account has not been included in these figures.

7. Parochial Charities 2006.

Details were circulated and Cllr. McIver explained that the opening balances were higher this year due to a lack of claims made.

8. Report from District Councillor.

District Cllr. J Rigby reported on local initiatives including developments to the Youth Club meeting area in the Barlow Institute giving reference to the Barlow Institute Committee. She also reported on the improvements made to the Play Areas in Chapeltown, and the Phase 1 improvements being undertaken similarly to the playgrounds on the Moss in Belmont.

She advised Cllr N Wild that further traffic calming measures were under consideration and that she fully supported parents in their concerns about the changes to the admissions policy to Turton High School.

She also paid tribute to the recently retired Cllr M Thomas for her contributions to the work of the Parish Council over many years. 

9. Reports from Parish Organisations.

Reports of their year’s activities were presented to the Meeting on behalf of:

Turton Historical Society

Chapeltown Conservation Society

Edgworth and District Horticultural Society

93rd Bolton Rainbows

10. Questions invited from the Public.

Publication of Turton Tower Feasibilty Study?

“The Feasibility Report is due to be published in draft form to members of the Task Group for their input on May 18th.” 

After the ensuing period of consultation, would it be on public display?

“Probably not as the views of members of the public have already been taken into account by the consultants, and FOTT are already a stakeholder in the process of commission of the study.”

 Barlow Institute Car Park and its poor condition?

“The Barlow Institute Committee hopes to obtain funding to improve the drainage across the car park prior to any hard resurfacing work. In the short term we have agreed to resurface temporarily using hardcore; this will be undertaken shortly.”

What about the veranda Canopy at the Barlow Institute? 

“There are various options here and the position is difficult to resolve. It is an agreed eyesore at present, but the cost of re-build is excessive and is not a recognised priority. The threats to it from further vandalism are not to be taken lightly.”

Can anything be about the state of the road surface along Watling St. through Round Barn?

“Cllr Rigby added that resources here are very limited although extra attention is to be given to those roads that are routes for school buses.”

When will full accounts be published?

“Full accounts will be available for inspection at the end of May/June.”

The Chairman concluded with more reminiscences and condolences at this sad time.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8:25 pm.

Signed……………………………………………

Chair

