To be confirmed on 6th May 2008

NORTH TURTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held at the Barlow Institute, Edgworth, on Monday 7th April 2008

The meeting opened at 7.30pm.

Present: 
Cllr G McIver (Chairman) 

Cllrs. D Wild (Vice-Chairman), DJ Appleby, K Bullen, SP Simpson, EJ Thomas and NB Wild. 

Also present: G. Syddall (Clerk), Cllr J Rigby and 2 members of the public

Apologies: 
There were no apologies for absence.

6189 Minutes

Resolved: That the minutes of the meeting held on 3rd March 2008, having been circulated, be confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman. 

6190 Matters Arising 

Pet Cemetery, Crowthorn Road

The Chairman reported that he had researched various cases, which confirm that crematoria are not acceptable in the Green Belt. He had telephoned the Government Office NW to express the Parish Council’s concerns, but had yet to follow this up in writing.

Belmont Playing Field

The Charity Commission had not yet been approached regarding the documentation it holds.

6191 Declarations of Interest

There were no declarations of interest.
6192 Accounts

Resolved: 

1. That cheques be signed to pay the following accounts:
BT Payment Services Ltd

BT Payment Services Ltd

Lancashire Playing Fields Association

Inland Revenue


G Syddall


Telephone charges

Line charges

Subscription

Income Tax/NI

Salary – March 2008; expenses and postage


£  63.22

£  65.15

£ 15.00

£325.32

2. That the action of the Chairman in authorising a cheque for £35 for the entry fee for the three villages into the Best Kept Village Competition, be confirmed.

3. That a payment of £25 towards an honorarium for the Clerk to the Lancashire Association of Parish and Town Councils be agreed.

4. That the Clerk be requested to identify a shortlist of suitable accountants to act as internal auditor, and that the Chairman, Vice Chairman and Clerk be authorised to make an appointment prior to the Parish Council’s Annual General Meeting.

6193 Planning Applications

Resolved: That the Council submit comments (as below) on planning applications 08/0155, 08/0184, 08/0200, 08/0235, 08/0251 and 08/0276

(Councillor Thomas abstained in relation to application 08/0200).

6194 Planning Decisions

Blackburn with Darwen Borough Council’s decisions on various planning applications were noted.

6195 Strategic Approach to Housing in Blackburn with Darwen

Resolved: That Blackburn with Darwen Council be advised that the Parish Council welcomes the improvement in the level of affordable housing to be included in developments in rural areas, and the proposal to seek a mix of housing in developments.  

6196 Turton Tower Tenancy Agreement

It was reported that Lancashire County Council had given three days notice of their intention to seek a new interim lease, on the expiry of their existing lease on 4th April, to operate until the Partnership Agreement is in place. A draft lease drawn up by the County Council was unacceptable in that it would have written off any dilapidations during their occupancy, and left the Parish Council responsible for repairs.

Following negotiations, and discussions with Blackburn with Darwen Council’s legal department, an amended lease was agreed informally by four members of the Parish Council, as a matter of urgency to prevent the Tower having to close without insurance cover.

It was noted that there was a statutory limitation on dilapidations of seven years from the date notice was given on the original lease.

Resolved:

1. That the action of the Chairman and three other members in agreeing the lease, be confirmed.

2. That a speedy conclusion to the Partnership Agreement be sought.

3. That Lancashire County Council be requested, under the Freedom of Information Act, to provide a copy of the dilapidation survey carried out at the time of the original lease.

4. That the situation regarding dilapidations be reviewed annually.

6197 Lengthsman/Litterman 

Resolved: That Groundworks be offered a contract for both the Lengthsman and Litterman schemes, on the basis of ten hours per week at £10.50 per hour for the Lengthsman scheme, and 2.5 hours per day at £10.25 per hour for the Litterman scheme.

6198 Belmont Toilets

Councillor Appleby produced a draft letter of engagement for the rebuilding of the toilets. Several suggested amendments to the letter were made.

It was noted that two quotes had been obtained, together with a quote for a portaloo. The cheapest of the two quotes was £34,000 plus VAT, of which £23,500 would need to be met by the Parish Council (£20,000 from the insurance monies together with the £3,500 held back for maintenance). The remaining £10,500 would be met by the North Turton Villages Project.

Resolved: 

1. That the letter of engagement, as amended, be agreed.

2. That Councillor Appleby be requested to lodge with the Clerk any quotes obtained, and to ensure that written confirmation is obtained from the North Turton Villages Project agreeing to meet the balance of the cost. 

3. That the Clerk be requested to confirm whether the Parish Council holds the £20,000 insurance monies.

6199 Recycling Facilities at the Barlow Institute

The Barlow Institute Management Committee was seeking the Parish Council’s support in its call for the removal of the recycling facilities from the rear of the Barlow Institute to release car parking spaces and allow for the car park to be improved.

Councillor J Rigby explained that the facilities were removed from their original position close to the children’s play area on health and safety grounds. Improvements planned to the adventure play area using Section 106 monies was an additional reason not to site them in that area. Blackburn with Darwen Council was committed to increasing recycling, and would not be prepared to remove the facilities altogether unless an alternative site could be found.

Resolved: That the Barlow Institute Management Committee be advised to seek alternative sites for the facilities.

6200 Admissions to Turton High School

Resolved: That the action of the Chairman in writing a letter of support for the admission of three North Turton pupils to Turton High School, be confirmed.
6201 Rural Voices Event

A summary of the consultation findings in relation to the Neighbourhood Voices event held on 1st March for rural Darwen and the villages, was noted.

6202 Clerk’s Conditions of Employment 

Resolved: 

1. That Mrs G Syddall’s appointment as Clerk to the Parish Council be confirmed, following completion of the probationary term of employment.

2. That the contracted hours of employment be increased to 20 per week, and that any hours worked in excess of 18 per week during February and March be paid as overtime.

6203 Correspondence

Correspondence sent and received since the last meeting was made available for inspection.

6204 Parish Elector’s Meeting

Resolved: That the Parish Elector’s meeting now be held on Tuesday, 29th April 2008 at 7.30pm at the Barlow Institute, and not 28th April as previously agreed.
PARISH COUNCIL’S COMMENTS ON PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED BY 

2nd April 2008

08/0155
Horse riding ménage with all weather surface at Crooked Walls Farm, Blackburn Road, Turton


The Parish Council has no objections to this proposed development

08/0184
Two storey side extension at 1 Crown Gardens, Edgworth


The Parish Council has no objections to this proposed development, subject to the window on the front elevation being replaced by a bay window to match the existing 
08/0200
Conversion of outbuildings to form integral part of existing dwelling at Higher Whittaker Cottage, Longworth Road North, Belmont


The Parish Council objects to this proposal on the grounds that it would result in an over-development of the site

08/0235
Extension at first floor level to create additional bedroom and en-suite at 

Higher Barn Farm, Broadhead Road, Turton


The Parish Council has no objections in principle to this proposed development, subject to it not exceeding the permitted level of extensions to the building
08/0251
Front porch at 37 High Street, Belmont


The Parish Council has no objections to this proposed development

08/0276
Two storey extension and changes to east elevation at Top of the Meadow, Whittlestone Head


The Parish Council has no objections to the size of the extension, but feels that the proposed design is detrimental to the character of the building

Noted: That the annual general meeting, and the next ordinary meeting, of the Parish Council will be held at 7.30pm on Tuesday 6th May 2008, at Turton Tower. The public and press are invited to attend and to listen.

The meeting closed at approximately 8.45pm.

Signed

Chairman

