To be confirmed on 7th April 2008

NORTH TURTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held at the Barlow Institute, Edgworth, on Monday 3rd March 2008

The meeting opened at 7.30pm.

Present: 
Cllr G McIver (Chairman) 

Cllrs. D Wild (Vice-Chairman), DJ Appleby, K Bullen, SP Simpson, EJ Thomas and NB Wild. 

Also present: G. Syddall (Clerk) and 3 members off the public

Apologies: 
There were no apologies for absence.

6174 Minutes

Resolved: That the minutes of the meeting held on 4th February 2008, having been circulated, be confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman. 

6175 Matters Arising 

Councillor Appleby reported that he had been unable to persuade Belmont Primary School to reduce their fees for room hire for Brownie meetings.

6176 Declarations of Interest

Councillor Thomas declared a non-prejudicial interest in the item concerning Longshaw Head Farm.
6177 Accounts

Resolved: 

1. That cheques be signed to pay the following accounts:
Viking Direct

Capita Business Services

BT payment Services Ltd

Stephensons, Solicitors

LAPTC

NW Air Ambulance

British Legion Poppy   Appeal

Bolton Mountain Rescue

Barlow Institute             Management Cttee

Belmont Brownies

St Anne’s Church

St Peter’s Church

G Syddall

Stationery



Printing of leaflets

Broadband supply

Advice

Subscription 2008/09

Donation

Donation

Donation

Donation

Donation

Room hire

Room hire

Salary – February 2008; expenses and postage

£ 70.63

£ 40.00

£264.37

£117.50

£488.27

£200.00

£200.00

£200.00

£200.00

£250.00

£ 40.00

£ 40.00

2. That a donation be made to Edgworth Brownies, amounting to one third of the cost of room hire for Brownie meetings.

6178 Planning Applications

Resolved: That the Council submit comments (as below) on planning applications 08/0111, 08/0120, 08/0134, 08/0136-7 and 08/0173.

6179 Planning Decisions

Blackburn with Darwen Borough Council’s decisions on various planning applications were considered.

The Chairman reported that he had attended the meeting of BwD’s Planning Committee to speak against the proposed pet cemetery and crematorium at Crowthorn Farm. An initial motion to defer consideration of the application was passed, as it appeared that a site visit had been arranged at very short notice, and many members had not had an opportunity to attend. Many members of the Committee appeared to share the Parish Council’s view that the proposed building resembled a bungalow. However, the Committee continued to discuss the application and subsequently went on to approve it. The views of the Parish Council, Lancashire County Council and local residents were not taken into consideration, and the Committee had not been advised that although pet cemeteries were acceptable in the Green Belt, crematoria were not.

Resolved: 

That the Chairman be requested to write to either the Ombudsman or the Government Office NW, as appropriate, raising the Planning Officer’s failure to advise the Committee that a crematorium is not acceptable in the Green Belt.

6180 Erection of Stables at Edge Lane, Entwistle

Resolved: That the Clerk be requested to contact BwD’s Planning Enforcement Officer asking him to investigate the unauthorised erection of stables at Edge Lane, Entwistle.

6181 Dumping of waste at Longshaw Head Farm, Crowthorn Road, Turton

A further response from the Environment Agency had been received advising that the owners of the site had admitted that seven wagon loads of waste had been tipped, and the Environment Agency were therefore requiring seven wagon loads to be removed.

Resolved: That a further letter be sent to the Environment Agency expressing concern that there was evidence that far greater than seven loads had been tipped, and that the promised sampling and analysis of the ground had not been carried out to substantiate their comment that there had been ‘a vast improvement in relation to the condition of the quality of the ground’.
6182 Lancashire Best Kept Village Competition

Resolved:

1. That Belmont, Chapeltown and Edgworth be each entered into the Lancashire Best Kept Village Competition.

2. That letters be sent to Edgworth & District Horticultural Society and the Belmont Gardeners Circle to ask that they put forward somebody to lead preparations.

6183 Belmont Moss – Trust Status

A note outlining the Trust status of Belmont Moss was considered.

Resolved: 

1. That the Charity Commission be asked to provide a copy of whatever documents it holds on the Trust.

2. That consideration be given, at the July meeting of the Parish Council, to the way in which local residents can be involved in the future development of The Moss.

3. That a notice be displayed on the notice board in Belmont giving details of the Trust status and the intention to consult locally.

6184 Belmont Fell Races

Resolved: That permission be granted for the use of Belmont recreation ground for the annual Belmont Fell Races to be held on 10th May 2008.

6185 Belmont Toilets

Councillor Appleby agreed to obtain an appropriate letter of engagement for the builder.

6186 Parish Forum

Resolved: That the Chairman (if available) and the Clerk be authorised to attend the meeting of the Parish Forum to be held in Darwen on 11th March 2008.

6187 Correspondence

Correspondence sent and received since the last meeting was made available for inspection.

6188 Parish Elector’s Meeting

Resolved: That the Parish Elector’s meeting be held on Monday, 28th April 2008 at 7.30pm at the Barlow Institute.
PARISH COUNCIL’S COMMENTS ON PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED BY 

27th February  2008

08/0111
Stable block, storage building and outdoor ménage at Bank Bottom Farm, 


Broadhead Road, Turton 



The Parish Council has no objections to this proposed development.

08/0120
Extension to side of bungalow, including dormers to front and rear with pitched roofs, porch to front and conservatory at rear, at 12 Wayoh Croft, Edgworth


The Parish Council has no objections to this proposed development.

08/0134
Single storey rear extension at 48 Moorfield, Edgworth


The Parish Council has no objections to this proposed development.

08/0136-7
Extension and alterations to dwelling, demolition of stable block and erection of new stable block/garage at Lower Whittlestone Head Farmhouse, Whittlestone Head 


The Parish Council objects to this proposed development on the grounds that it is an over development of the property, and will detrimentally affect the character and appearance of the listed farmhouse.

08/0173
Replacement vehicular access road at Higher Barn Farm, Broadhead Road, Turton


This is a resubmission of an earlier application (07/0443), and the Parish Council would reiterate its previous objections, ie that it would be visually detrimental to the area, and would provide an additional access onto the highway.

Noted: That the next meeting of the Parish Council will be held at 7.30pm on Monday 7th April 2008, at the Barlow Institute. The public and press are invited to attend and to listen.

The meeting closed at approximately 8.45pm.

Signed

Chairman

