To be confirmed on 3rd March 2008

NORTH TURTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held at the Barlow Institute, Edgworth, on Monday 4th February 2008

The meeting opened at 7.30pm.

Present: 
Cllr G.McIver (Chairman) 

Cllrs. D. Wild (Vice-Chairman), D.J. Appleby, K. Bullen, S.P. Simpson, E.J. Thomas and N.B. Wild. 

Also present: G. Syddall (Clerk), District Councillor J Rigby and 6 members off the public

Apologies: 
There were no apologies for absence.

6160 Minutes

Resolved: That the minutes of the meeting held on 7th January 2008, having been circulated, be confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman, subject to minute no. 6159 being amended to read “That Councillor Appleby be requested to arrange for the Belmont notice board to be erected at the earliest opportunity, subject to the cost not exceeding £175.00”.

6161 Matters Arising 

There were no matters arising.

6162 Declarations of Interest

Councillor D Wild declared a non-prejudicial interest in planning application 08/0038. He took no part in the discussion or voting thereon.
6163 Accounts

Resolved: 

1. That cheques be signed to pay the following accounts:

Blackburn with Darwen Borough Council




JJH Building Contractors

Ltd

G Syddall


Annual rental for community orchard

Erection of notice board,

Belmont

Salary – January 2008; expenses and postage




£ 50.00

£254.39

2. That a letter be sent to JJH Building Contractors Ltd expressing concern that their invoice exceeds the agreed figure. In view of this, it was also agreed to reconsider the proposed contract for the Lengthsman scheme.

6164 Planning Applications

Resolved: That the Council submit comments (as below) on planning applications 08/0012, 08/0038, 08/0046 and 08/0085.

6165 Planning Decisions

Blackburn with Darwen Borough Council’s decisions on various planning applications were noted.

6166 Dumping of waste at Longshaw Head Farm, Crowthorn Road, Turton

Responses from the Environment Agency, various Blackburn with Darwen Council officers, and Janet Anderson, MP were considered. Although a notice had been served by the Environment Agency instructing that all waste materials tipped at the site be removed by 1st March, it was understood that only some of the waste was being removed, the remainder being spread across the site. An officer from the Environment Agency was due to visit the site on 5th February.

Resolved:

1. That a further letter be sent to the Environment Agency saying that the Parish Council is not convinced that all waste will be removed, and that some will be left on the site and hardcore placed on top. 

2. That Councillors Thomas and N Wild be requested to attend the Environment Agency officer’s site visit.
6167 Police Issues

PCSO Nick Gisicz reported that crime remains low in the rural villages, but that vigilance was still necessary.

A successful operation (Operation Toulouse) had been carried out on the A675, aimed at motorists who were speeding, using hand held mobile phones, or not wearing seat belts. It was hoped to repeat this operation in March.

In late November, a cross border operation had been held with Greater Manchester Police, Trading Standards and others, when a number of vehicles had been seized in Edgworth, Turton, Belmont and Tockholes where drivers were found to have no insurance, or to be under the influence of alcohol or drugs. It was planned to repeat the operation in the lighter evenings.

PCSO Chris Williams wished to meet with the Parish Council to discuss the possibility of the Council introducing dog control orders. It was agreed to invite him to the next meeting, although it was noted that Blackburn with Darwen Council is to introduce a Borough-wide order.

Finally, PCSO Gisicz drew attention to the Darwen Rural Neighbourhood Voices Project, which included a questionnaire for rural residents to complete, and an event at the Barlow Institute on 1st March.

6168 Precept 

Resolved: That the Precept for 2008/09 be confirmed at £31,625.
The Chairman thanked all those involved in organising the public meeting held on 30th January, which had showed a clear view of public feeling on the proposed arrangements for the future of Turton Tower. 

6169 Accounts

Resolved: That the Chairman and Vice Chairman be requested to contact Mr J Donnelly to ascertain whether he wishes to continue to act as the Parish Council’s accountant.

6170 Litterman Scheme

It was noted that there appeared to have been no litter collection for some months, and that Elite Cleaning Services was believed to be no longer in operation. Groundwork Contract Services had indicated their willingness to take on the work. This company undertakes work for Blackburn with Darwen Council, and was reported to be competent. It was noted that they had also expressed an interest in the Lengthsman scheme.

Resolved: 

1. That an agreement be sought with Groundwork Contract Services in relation to both the Litterman scheme and the Lengthsman scheme.

2. That a sum of £2,500 be retained from the Litterman budget for the cleaning of Belmont toilets.

6171 Belmont Toilets

Councillor Appleby reported that money from the Football Foundation to drain The Moss was unlikely to be forthcoming until the next financial year. It was therefore proposed to build the toilets at this stage, allowing for the option of bolting on changing rooms if and when money became available. It was now necessary to produce an appropriate letter of engagement for the builder.

Resolved: That the Clerk be requested to contact LAPTC, NALC and Blackburn with Darwen Legal Department to ascertain whether they have a model contract, for members to consider prior to the next meeting.

6172 Belmont Notice Board – Keyholders

Councillor Appleby reported that he had been approached by a Mr Lee, who had offered to act as a keyholder for the notice board.

Resolved: That the Chairman be requested to ascertain whether there is already a nominated keyholder.

6173 Correspondence

Correspondence sent and received since the last meeting was made available for inspection.

Resolved: That members be requested to submit any comments they may have on the Lancashire Fire and Rescue Service’s Risk Management Plan.

A representative of the Belmont Brownies addressed the meeting to seek a contribution towards the cost of room hire for Brownie meetings.

It was noted that a contribution had been budgeted for in 2008/09. It was agreed to consider a contribution in this financial year at the next meeting of the Parish Council, once a review of the budget position had been carried out.

PARISH COUNCIL’S COMMENTS ON PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED BY 

30th January  2008

08/0012
First floor rear extension at 182 Bolton Road, Edgworth 



The Parish Council has no objections to this proposed development.

08/0038
New dwelling to rear of existing property at 5 Greenthorne Close, Edgworth


The Parish Council objects to this proposed development on the grounds that:

1. It is out of character with the surrounding area

2. It represents an over-development of the site

3. There would be a loss of privacy to neighbouring properties by virtue of being overlooked

4. Access to the proposed dwelling is inadequate

5. The removal of the existing garage and parking area at no. 5 would lead to parking on the narrow roadway

6. The introduction of a septic tank close to a freshwater stream could lead to pollution of the stream.

08/0046
19 dwellings following demolition of existing buildings at Belmont Bleachworks, Belmont 

The Parish Council has no objections to this proposed development, subject to the inclusion of a minimum of three affordable housing units, and subject to the proposals set out in the various reports accompanying the application being implemented. 

08/0085
Two storey extension at the Grange, Pastures farm, Broadhead Road, Turton 

The Parish Council has no objections to this proposed development, provided that the proposed extension does not exceed the allowance for extensions to barn conversions.

Noted: That the next meeting of the Parish Council will be held at 7.30pm on Monday 3rd March 2008, at the Barlow Institute. The public and press are invited to attend and to listen.

The meeting closed at 9.00pm.

Signed

Chairman

