To be confirmed on 4th February 2008

NORTH TURTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held at the Barlow Institute, Edgworth, on Monday 7th January 2008

The meeting opened at 7.30pm.

Present: 
Cllr G.McIver (Chairman) 

Cllrs. D. Wild (Vice-Chairman), D.J. Appleby, K. Bullen, S.P. Simpson, E.J. Thomas and N.B. Wild. 

Also present: G. Syddall (Clerk) and 6 members off the public

Apologies: 
There were no apologies for absence.

6147 Minutes

Resolved: That the minutes of the meeting held on 3rd December 2007, having been circulated, be confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.

6148 Matters Arising 

There were no matters arising.

6149 Declarations of Interest

There were no declarations of interest.
6150 Accounts

Resolved: 

1. That cheques be signed to pay the following accounts:

Boss Office Systems

HM Customs and Revenue

British Telecom

British Telecom

Shaw & Sons

G Syddall


Stationery


Quarterly Income Tax and

 National Insurance




Telephone charges

Internet/e-mail 

Purchase of ‘The Parish Councillors Guide’

Salary – December 2007; expenses and postage




£ 49.04

£339.96

£ 68.37

£264.37

£ 14.50

2. That the action of the Chairman and Vice Chairman in authorising the payment of a cheque for £40.00 to the Land Registry, be confirmed.

6151 Planning Applications

Resolved: That the Council submit comments (as below) on planning applications 07/1097, 07/1231, 07/1232 and 07/1308.

6152 Planning Decisions

Blackburn with Darwen Borough Council’s decisions on various planning applications were noted.

Resolved: That Blackburn with Darwen Council be asked what action it proposes to take in respect of the filed shelter on land of Chapeltown Road, for which retrospective planning permission has been refused. 

6153 Dumping of waste at Longshaw Head Farm, Crowthorn Road, Turton

A response from the Environment Agency was considered.

In addition to tipping at this site, it was noted that complaints had been made to Environmental Health about massive amounts of horse manure being dumped at the quarry at the top of Crowthorn Road.

Resolved:

1. That a reply be sent to the Environment Agency saying that the Parish Council is not convinced that the materials being tipped will comply with the new Protocol, and asking that further samples be taken and processed as a matter of urgency.

2. That BwD’s Planning Officer and Environmental Health Officer be asked what action they can take.

3. That the blocking of footpaths in the area be brought to the attention of the Local Access Forum, as well as BwD’s Footpath Officer.

4. That copies of correspondence be sent to the local District Councillors and Member of Parliament.

5. That a letter be sent to BwD’s Environmental Health Officers asking for a progress report on the tipping at the quarry.

6154 Charges for the Redelivery of Parcels

It was reported that there had been a recent change to the postal arrangements in Belmont, and that when a parcel cannot be delivered, it is now returned to the Calvin Street Sorting Office for collection, rather than being left at Belmont Post Office, as was the previous practice.

Resolved: 

1. That a letter be sent to the Bolton District Postmaster expressing concern at the impact of his decision, particularly on those residents who are elderly, mobility impaired or socially disadvantaged, bearing in mind the limited bus service between Belmont and Bolton. 

2. That a copy of the letter be sent to Post Office Headquarters and to the Bolton News.

6155 Precept 

Resolved: That a public meeting be held before the next meeting of the Parish Council to explain to residents the impact on the Precept of the proposed arrangements for the future of Turton Tower, and that a leaflet be delivered to all households in the Parish informing them of the public meeting. 

6156 National Savings & Investment Accounts

Resolved: That the Chairman and Vice Chairman (Councillors G McIver and D J Wild), together with Councillors K Bullen and S Simpson, be authorised to act as signatories on the National Savings and Investment Accounts in the names of the Parish Council and the G H Ashworth Agricultural Scholarship Charity.

6157 Colne to Skipton Railway

A letter had been received from the Skipton-East Lancashire Rail Action Partnership seeking support for their campaign to re-open the Colne to Skipton railway.

Resolved: That a letter of support for the campaign be sent to the Partnership.

6158 Conferences and Courses

Resolved: 

1. That the Clerk be authorised to attend the Society of Local Council Clerks Regional Conference to be held in Harrogate in June, at a cost of £45.00.

2. That the Clerk be authorised to attend the LAPTC workshop on Quality Parish Councils to be held on 19th February.

3. That the Clerk be requested to investigate the training made available to new Clerks by the Lancashire Association of Parish and Town Councils.

6159 Correspondence

Correspondence sent and received since the last meeting was made available for inspection.

Resolved: 

That a reply be sent to Urban Regen Ltd thanking them for their cooperation in the provision of vehicular access to the Gatehouse Lodge.

Members of the Belmont Village Residents Association (BVRA) addressed the meeting in relation to correspondence from them on various issues.

Resolved: 

1. That Councillor Appleby be requested to arrange for the Belmont notice board to be erected at the earliest opportunity, subject to the cost not exceeding £75.00.

2. That a copy of future Parish Council agenda and minutes be provided to the BVRA.

3. That, subject to the availability of meeting space, two Parish Council meetings be held in Belmont each year.

4. That, where possible, a member of the Parish Council should attend BVRA meetings.

5. That the feasibility of producing a Village Plan for Belmont be investigated.

COUNCIL’S COMMENTS ON PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED BY 2nd January 2008

07/1097
Amendment to approved application (change of use from shippon to walkers’ accommodation) to use for holiday accommodation at Wayoh View Farm, Blackburn Road, Turton



The Parish Council has no objection to this proposed development, subject to the accommodation not being let for more than 28 days at a time.
07/1231
Installation of a wind turbine at Crowthorn Farm, Crowthorn Road, Turton


The Parish Council has no objection to this proposed development.

07/1232
Pet crematorium and pet cemetery at Crowthorn Farm, Crowthorn Road, Turton
The Parish Council objects to this proposed development on the grounds that:

1. The size of the proposed building is disproportionate to the proposed usage, and the Parish Council is concerned that, if the project proves to be unviable, the building may be used for other purposes. There are existing unused buildings within the site which we feel could more appropriately be utilised.

2. The boundary of the cemetery would be within 5 metres of neighbouring properties, and will therefore have an impact on those properties.

3. The proposal will result in increased traffic on the narrow adopted highway.

4. The proposal will have a detrimental visual impact on the Green Belt area.

5. The Parish Council is concerned about the possible impact of discharges into watercourses and the impact of fumes from the incinerator on air quality, and  would therefore wish to see an environmental assessment of the proposals.

6. The Parish Council is not convinced that, in this case, the proposal represents a farming diversity project, as described.

7. Part of the application site is the subject of a previous environmental grant for tree planting.

07/1308
Removal of existing workshop and extension of dwelling at Hampsons Grange, Belmont Road, Belmont


The Parish Council has no objection to this proposed development.
NOTED: That the next meeting of the Parish Council will be held at 7.30pm on Monday 4th February 2008, at the Barlow Institute. The public and press are invited to attend and to listen.

The meeting closed at 9.40pm.

Signed

Chairman

